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universality of his dominion, as kings have often borne
titles taken from the nations they have added to the
empire, and called himself the Son of Man.
How opportune this Edict of Comprehension was we
may learn by considering for a moment the writings of
Juvenal. This poet reflects the deep dissatisfaction, the
bitter sense of degeneracy and degradation, which charac-
terised his age. Now what is the ground of his de-
spondency ? what provokes the savage indignation, which
made him a satirist? If we examine, we shall find
that it is one and the same grievance which inspires
almost eveiy fierce tirade, namely, the mixture of races.
Life seems to him not worth having when the Eomnn
cannot walk the Via Sacra unelbowed by Greeks and
Syrians. All distinctions, he complains, are lost; the
Eoman worships the Egyptian monster-deities whom his
own national gods vanquished at Actium; Orontcs
empties itself into Tiber; it is time for a Eonian to turn
his back on his own city when it has become a thing of
no account that his infancy breathed the air of Aventine
and was fed upon the Sabine berry. • Now this very
writer is a Stoic, familiar of necessity with the specula-
tions which made the wise and good of all nations citizens
alike in the city of God. So little power had any such
philosophic theory to supply the place of a morality
founded on usage, on filial reverence, on great and dear
examples. Yet that theory, if it had presented itself to
him, not as an ambitious speculation of philosophers, but
as a sober account of an actual fact, would have dried up
the source of his satire. He would not have regretted
the downfall of national distinctions, if they had been
abolished by an authority equal in his mind to that which

